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outside, or squatting on the roofs, as can have forced
themselves inside. Whenever an Indian train starts upon
its journey, the bare boxes of the third class are packed to
overflowing with wildly-excited human beings and even
more excited livestock, mostly chickens. Crates of chickens
are used as emergency seats. Baskets of chickens jammed
together with their legs bound, and prevented from squeezing
each other out only by netting drawn firmly over them, are
balanced on their owners' knees, or heads, or for that
matter on the knees or heads of their travelling companions.
Somehow, in spite of congestion which would defy any-
one else to do more than breathe with difficulty, an Indian
family party stacked upon each other in the gloomy interior
of the third-class compartments always manages to find
room for a charcoal stove, with the result that a blue haze
of cooking fat filters between the bodies massed around
every aperture.-
Packed as it is at the start of the journey, the train will
be met at every station by a frantic horde hurling itself
towards the coaches as if intent upon immolating themselves
before the modern Juggernaut. At each station the recurrent
miracle will be performed. The train will go on its way
leaving the platforms denuded of their human freight, save
for the percentage on every Indian station which appear to
be encamped awaiting a train due the week after next.
As for what goes on inside the carriages, it is perhaps
wiser, to avoid any charge of prejudice or exaggeration, to
quote a special correspondent of one of India's leading
newspapers. In an article on the need for higher standards
on the railways he wrote, " After squeezing themselves into
the boxes, how do they behave ? They spit inside ; put
both their feet on the seats, or force their feet (with chappals
on) on the opposite seats, without realising in the least how
revolting it is to the fellow-travellers who sit opposite.
Again, there are smokers nonchalantly blowing their smoke
on others, while others close their eyes in self-defence or